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Introduction

We have all at some point in our lives experienced what it is like to have lost a friend,

relative, or loved one. Think back to when you lost someone that was close to you, one
that you loved immensely. Did you feel pain? Did you wear black, become restless, shed
tears or beat yourself, or even lose your appetite and avoid eating and drinking? Did you
hold ceremonies in their remembrance, or position a black symbol outside your house to
signify that you are in mourning? Did you feed the poor and serve food to your community
In memory of your loved one? Did you then follow on to mark the anniversary of their

demise each year with more ceremonies?

It is understandable that you would feel wounded by this loss. The way that we react to

these situations is natural. But sometimes we are asked why we perform these actions.

We reply that we care about the person who passed away; they were our mother, father,

a close relative, or friend. Again, we are asked why we react like this. The reason is

because we feel attached to them as they sacrificed a lot of their time and comfort to help
us. They may have looked after us when we were small or taught us something special.

We cannot deny that our loved ones are a part of our lives. They are important to us and
this is why we like to frame a photo of them in our home, carry their picture in our purse,

or wear it in a locket around our neck.

So, just as we appreciate the importance of losing someone dear to us, it is quite natural
to remember someone who not only helped a few people in their lifetime but who gave
salvation to the whole of humanity. Listen to your heart for a moment, does it not make
sense to commemorate the person who our Prophets Adam (as) to Mohammad (saws)

had also cried for?

We should bear in mind that all religions prior to Islam had also given importance to

commemorating the lives of their saints and prophets. This is an extensive topic,



but for now | ask you as followers of Islam, the most complete religion, aren’t we

expected to perform better than the followers of previous religions?

Do we not want to remember someone who had sacrificed himself so that all Godly values
could reach us today? Wouldn't we like to remember someone who was so
affectionate and compassionate that he never harmed his own enemy? We are talking
about a person who gave his own share of water to satisfy the thirst of his enemies and

even their horses.

But what did they qift in return? Not only did they prevent a single drop of water from
quenching the thirst of his six-month old baby, but they also fired an arrow at this baby who
was so parched he couldn’t cry! Are you now beginning to realise who this person is?

He is none other than Husein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib.

It has been narrated from the Ahl al-Bayt (as) that no event has ever taken place in our
history more devastating than the martyrdom of Imam Husein (as). Thus, no tragedy or
loss is comparable to the martyrdom of Imam Husein (as). It has been none other than

the Ahl al-Bayt (as) who have helped us spiritually, and so losing them is our greater loss.

In order to bring about certainty and draw a conclusion regarding the commemoration
of Imam Husein's (as) Martyrdom, we will now show you what the most knowledgeable
people of the Islamic world have said about these practices. We have compiled fatwas

from the maraje’ and amongst them are the most eminent. As with all aspects of faith, it is

incumbent upon us to seek the opinion of these knowledgeable role models and to

act in accordance with their judgement.

“Oh Allah make the help of Husein (as) available for me on the day that | am
risen back to life.”
| wish the best of success for you all,

Servant to the Servants of Imam Husein (as), Seyed Mostafa Fasihi.
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In Sheikh Mohammad Mahdi Zayn al-Abedeen Najafi's book (Bayaan ul-A’'immah), it states in volume
2, pages 461-462:

According to many scholars, my ancestor, Sheikh Zayn al-Abedeen Najafi had many divine powers from
Allah (swt) bestowed upon him due to his spirituality. This event is In regard to one of them, and it
occurred during the lifetime of Sheikh Zayn al-Abedeen Najafi.

The locals of Iran, Azerbaijan, and Gafgaaz had written to the Grand Maraje’ in Najaf whom they follow,
asking their verdict about the permissibility of using drums, striking one’s head with a blade, role plays,
and so on. It was agreed that one messenger would deliver the letters to each of their selected maraje’
and would collect the sealed replies to bring back to Tehran. Once he had returmned, these sealed
replies would be read out publicly in a mosque called Shah Mosque, so that the followers of each marja’
would learn their rulings.

On his return, the messenger called everyone to the mosque, and began to read the replies. Some
maraje’ stated there is no necessity for these acts, whereas others stated they are permissible. In
particular, they replied that striking one's head with a blade is permissible if no harm is caused. Then
the letter of Sheikh Zayn al-Abedeen was read out, it stated:

In the name of the Exalted. | was undecided on whether | should prohibit or permit these acts; therefore,
| left for Masjid Sahla and | approached my esteemed Imam, Hujjat ibn al-Hassan (atfs). Addressing
Him with this issue, He gave me in reply, a ruling that stated the permissibility of these acts, and
therefore, in obedience to my esteemed Imam, | state likewise.

Once this letter was read out, people said it was sufficient, and no other proofs were necessary.
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Chapter 1

In the name of our forgiving and loving God. | have received your telegraphs and
letters containing your questions. Now that | have returned safely to the Holy city of
Najaf (by the grace of Allah), | will provide you with the answers to your questions
regarding the various mourning methods practiced in commemoration ceremonies held
In the first 10 days of Muharram and on Ashura for the martyrdom of Imam Husein

(may peace be upon him):

Firstly: It is evident that during the first 10 days of Muharram there are widespread
displays of crowds and groups who mourn on the streets and public roads, and

without a doubt these actions are not only permissible but recommended, and have a
manifest aim towards the remembrance of The Master of Martyrs. These practices are
the best means to promote the cause of Imam Husein ibn Ali (may peace be upon him)
in preserving the holy Qur'an and protecting the true faith, both far and wide. However,
these actions must be pure from every prohibited and sinful act such as musical songs,
playing musical instruments and dancing, arguing and pushing through the crowd, and
fighting. However, even if sinful acts were to take place it would not affect the holiness
of the actions performed in commemorating Imam Husein’s martyrdom (may peace be
upon him). For example it remains like this that if a man was to look at an unlawful

woman whilst praying, he has committed a sinful act however his prayer is still in order.
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Secondly: It is permissible to hit oneself on the chest or face, even if it causes the
body to turn red or black. Likewise, the use of chains (bladed or non-bladed) on the
shoulders and back causing the body to turn red or black or even blood to emerge is
permissible. With regards to striking oneself with a sword on the head causing blood
to emerge, if done without any harm to one’s health, it is permissible. Actions that
cause blood to emerge from the head should be done so without harming the skull,
and normally this is the case, since those who perform this act have the correct sKills.
If whilst in the state of hitting oneself on the head with a sword, one was sure from
past experiences that they would not see any damage, however during this act a lot
of blood started to flow, there is no blame on that person and the reward of performing
the act has not been reduced. It remains like a person who performs ablution or a
purification-washing (ghusl) thinking that using water is not harmful for his body or ohe
who fasts in the holy month of Ramadhan quite sure that fasting will not harm him, but
later it transpires that it actually caused harm to his body — he is not to blame and the
holiness of these religious actions have not been reduced either. May God protect

our dedication towards the right path in this world and the afterlife.

Thirdly: It is permissible to conduct role-plays such as those that have been
customary amongst the shi’ite for centuries in which men may dress as women or
women dress as men for a short while, in order to mourn and cause others to cry
without changing the ‘physical” appearance of their body. However, it iIs prohibited
for men to make themselves ‘physically’ appear as women by changing their bodily
appearance and vice versa. One must be careful that they do not perform forbidden
acts during religious role-play and even if one was to commit such a sin, the holiness

of the religious action has not been undermined, as explained eatrlier.

Fourthly: The general usage of instruments (such as drums, cymbals and horns) is
permissible, if used to make sounds traditionally heard during ceremonies in mourning
for Imam Husein (may peace be upon him), like those used widely by Arabs and also
in Najaf today. Sth Rabi’ al awwal 1345, Hijri (Lunar Calendar)

Humble Servant of Allah, Mohammad Husein al-Qaravi al-Na’eni
(May his soul rest in mercy)
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Chapter 2
Fatwas from Grand Maraje’ on Commemorating Imam Husein’s (as)
Martyrdom and approval of Ayatollah al-Udhma Na’eni’s ruling
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In the name of the Exalted. That which is performed durina
mourning to express the tragedy of the Imam (as) is
acceptable and desirable, and Allah (swt) is All-Knowing.
7th Safar 1401 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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Question: What is your opinion on the ruling of the Supreme
Leader regarding the mourning for Imam Husein (as)? Is it
Incumbent upon everyone, or should people refer to their
Marja's ruling?

Answer: People should refer to their Marja’s ruling on this
Issue, as the Supreme Leader has no valid authority to

overrule the rulings of others in this matter.
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted.
That which has been stated to be performed in mourning of
Imam Husein (as) is highly recommended (mostahab), and
should be highly emphasised. Furthermore, it is not right to
violate the rulings of the scholars (role models) regarding
upholding the mourning for Imam Husein (as).
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Question: What is your opinion on the ruling of the Supreme
Leader regarding the mourning for Imam Husein (as)? Is it
iIncumbent upon everyone, or should people refer to their
Marja’s ruling?

Answer: They must refer back to their Marja’.

1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted. If there is no harm to the
body then yes, it is permissible.

28th Rajab, 1409 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted. In my opinion the ruling

of Ayatollah al-Udhma Na'eni is correct and there is no

problem in performing them.

18th Jamadi al-awwal, 1401 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah the Beneficient, the Merciful.

That which has been said by our late respected

teacher, Ayatollah al-Udhma Na’eni, does not require to

be approved by any other Scholar. Sl Lgad
2nd Muharram, 1367 Hijri (Lunar Calendar) BB RARA YO
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. s )l u.q:\. Al s
That which has been stated by Ayatollah al-Udhma <l 835e 3 sdlal (AdU A Gyl 4S 1) 4adl
sl s

Na'eni Is correct.
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
| have examined the rulings given by jurisprudential
Scholars (Maraje’) regarding practices
commemorating the Master of Martyrs, Imam
Husein (as). As it will take time to answer each
question related to this matter individually, | refer
you to the answers previously provided by all the
Ulema, of the past and present, especially that of
Ayatollah al-Udhma Na’'eni — and my opinion is in
accordance with theirs.

18th Jamadi al-thani, 1401 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted. Whatever Ayatollah
al-Udhma Na'eni has written is higher than that to require
anyone’s approval.
8th Dhu al-Hijjah, 1400 Hijn (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
Whatever Ayatollah al-Udhma Na’eni, one of the greatest
shi'ite scholars to ever live, has stated is correct and true.

Sha’baan 1400, Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted.

A person by the name of Mohammad Ridha Tabasi Najafi
explained that on the day of Ashura he was in the shoe
storage area of the Haram of Hazrate Abbas (as) when he
saw people ask Ayatollah al-Udhma Isfahani whether it Is
permissible to strike oneself on the head with a sword in

mourning for Imam Husein (as). Ayatollah al-Udhma

Isfahani replied that it is permissible.
25th Dhu al-Hijjah, 1400 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Al el A s

The ruling of Ayatollah al-Udhma Na'eni is correct and 3 &= el alaall )l () g8

: a3l e elade auli o
meets the approval of Islamic Scholars. g o S S0
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. _ﬁ,p.)l'. el Al A
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In the name of the Exalted. In my opinion, there is no
harm in striking one’s head discretely.
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. |
approve the ruling of Ayatollah al-Udhma Na'eni
regarding mourning practices for Imam Husein (as) as
has been approved by all the other great Scholars. It is
necessary for all the believers to make sure there are

these mourning

no shortcomings in upholding

practices more so than before, as in this age the
enemies of Islam have many conspiracies to prevent
us from mourning for Imam Husein (as).

25th Jamadi al-Awwal, 1400 Hijri Lunar Calendar
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted. Ayatollah al-Udhma

Na'eni's ruling regarding mourning practices for Imam

Husein (as) is correct and has been approved by all

Scholars and myself, and is liked by Hazrate Imam Zaman

(may Allah hasten His reappearance).

29th Dhu al-Qa’'dah, 1400 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Whatever
has been presented by Ayatollah al-Udhma Na'eni is correct
to the extent that it cannot be doubted unless by a sceptic

or misled/misinformed person.
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted. | approve that which

Ayatollah al-Udhma Na'eni has written regarding

mourning practices for Imam Husein (as).

14th Dhu al-Qa’dah, 1400 Hijrn (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of Allah, the Exalted. That which our great
teacher Ayatollah al-Udhma Na’eni has said regarding
this issue is exactly what | wanted to say. All forms of
Azadari performed to express the oppressions of the
Ahlulbayt (as) are permissable. It is not acceptable to
abandon these practices because performing these
actions has a great effect on our spiritual development
& guidance.

11th Dhu al-Qa’dah, 1400 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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Chapter 3
Questions asked from various present day Ulema of Qom and Najaf regarding
practices of Azadari (chest beating, using bladed and non-bladed chains, striking
one’s head with a blade, religious role-plays, etc...) for Imam Husein (as) by

Hujjatul Islam Seyed Mostafa Fasihi
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considered part of the Hussaini Sha'a'er, Including

these actions if no bodily harm is caused, and in fact

they are recommended.
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All forms of Azadari (beating the chest, tatbir, zanjeer,
roleplays, etc) for Imam Husein (as) shield and strengthen
Islam. It is for this very reason that the enemies of Islam
have always tried to destroy Islam through attacking the
Azadari of Imam Husein (as). Therefore if it is not said that
upholding these practices is Wajib Kifayi, then there is no
doubt that it iIs amongst the greatest and best forms of

worship. 19th Dhu al-Qa’'dah, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of the Exalted. Salaam Alaikom. All kinds of
mourning for the Ahlulbayt (as) is praiseworthy especially if
it is for Imam Husein (as), and it brings a lot of reward.
14th Safar, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In my opinion, striking one's head with a blade s
permissable, on the condition that it does not cause harm,
and performing this act usually causes no harm.

10th Safar, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of the Exalted. The use of chains, striking
one’'s head with a blade, and likewise methods performed
In mourning for Imam Husein (as) are permissible as long
as they do not cause physical harm. Some of the narrations
which state that one should not perform latm (hitting one’s
own face with their hands) when mourning a death does
not concern mourning of Imam Husein (as) (i.e. it Is

permissable). Safar, 1431 Hijri (Lunar)
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In the name of the Exalted. Salaam Alaikom. No proof
exists in books or tradition (Sunnat) that prohibits striking
one’s head with a blade, and the existing ban on striking
one's head with a blade in Iran is for other motives.

8th Safar, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)

03 OB s S e ol —walh S el S ¢ 5
dﬂﬂwﬂsuiﬂuﬁdﬁiﬁ‘@ﬁww}mt—uﬁh‘
O O Sl ) Sl a (PSS il 3 S
S Dle pnge o g S aie gy 2 LELS aia oS 5 ~ad
Hﬁ;_g_yq'ﬂ“lf’r\ ,;Ji,,_a,ﬁ., .IEI:AJ"J.EC-'I

In the name of the Exalted. All kinds of mourning for Imam
Husein (as) are correct and rewarding, unless they cause
serious permanent damage, or they degrade the status of
the Imam (as). Also striking one’s head with a blade, which

Is proven to heal immediately, is permissible.

17th Safar, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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In the name of the Exalted. Chest beating accompanied by
drums makes the mourning procession more magnificent. In
addition, many reliable sources state that crying for the

Ahlulbayt (as) is desirable and recommended. Using

blades, chains (bladed and non-bladed), and other

instruments that cause bleeding or wounding is permissable
provided they do not cause harm to one’s health. To carry
out a role play of the Ahlulbayt (as) is permissible as long
as It iIs not degrading their status or mixed with prohibited
acts. The purpose of role plays should only be to
reconstruct the tragedy of Karbala.

20th Safar, 1431 Hijn (Lunar Calendar)

ot il gl U S alle jogham. —wall SIa oli S g g
5 G e (S (8) Gmen plel w2k Gl Ulay 03
Sl 2 Fgdeala Cugsionh ) Hgl e S a8 Sy,
e Sl US o8 Cuegllae (S () Cn di) pudd e
LSl g o el Ll S 0 )5 e jalias
52 o8 Bb s Hyaed g P gl sl oo adue
a2 it 25 e NP R S0P Fo . i p ol o
F e B dals o g glati Ll (A8 e ol SIS
s B (o WISG IS gl 3 (o Canilas (58 e
O3 O S A ol IS ega o S(g) e dd s
88 ul s ity ol el a i s S LA
|5 lads) oo Olase SO St s nS g0 allh e &y 5ea

= Pl WG S Al Gl 5

a1 o®i (6 38 VFY) ¢ an Yo

Jub b ol jea &) 5 Al Mad Ao
«Canl (g lal je LA 0 SG Ca ge 3L
N adtall agde cw dal gl S Wl
m.wjg}uaaﬁﬁ\;_ﬁh@ua
i g0 4S oLl 00 gaad 5 pai)
Al Qg e Calya g Osd A 438y
A1 38 gl g Gy jd 9 35l
o) yod g Skl agale Cun Ja) (8 5 a5
He O ygea 4o Jasd g A0 Cle jaa L
Gla ey LA Gy |y S S Sl

sl

L;JAELQH"I\;T"I J.La'fn

Bot T 28V AN SIF AP S SRR o)
el W) ST gl jall anil pa (g iy J galal
)5 3 LS 5 a2l agile ) ol e
E L._UU::M _)Ai Eﬁ'll.al'l JJLI#RAH ‘_55
9 ouhill 5 Judlall @ i g atie
3ol zoA G iF G el A
L8Y )y pua 3 piae S5 ol 1) il &~ 52
o o) Ll 4l 21 A) 5 Lebe aile 8
pede cudl Jai da jn cligd Lage oS
e OS5 Gl a4l Al 5 QDU
568 63U S (8 Can Lo Lt daadl 55 ) sacay

L

& padl) Ay m WY EYY jaa Yo

31



Any form of mourning that shows sorrow and grief for
Imam Husein (as) is permissible, and rather it brings
reward. This includes striking one’s head with a blade as
long as there is no physical harm and it is performed in a

suitable location.

19th Safar, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar) - Najaf
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| would like to begin by expressing gratitude and thanking
the compiler of the book. All forms of mourning for Imam
Husein (as) are considered part of the Hussaini Sha'a'er
and striking one’'s head with a blade Is permissible as

long as there is no physical harm.
4th Rabbi al-Awwal, 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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All forms of Azadari (beating the chest, using chains,
striking one’s head with blade, etc) and mouming for
Imam Husein (as) were performed by both our past
and present Ulama, and in my opinion they are

Mustahab (recommended).
October 2010
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All forms of Azadari that remind us of the tragedy of
Imam Husein (as) are part of the Huseini Sha'a'er,
provided that they do not exceed the boundaries of
Islam, and it is our duty to make sure these practices

continue. Sha'ban 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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The various types of Azadari are all based on narrations
(riwayat) and have all been endorsed by the Ahlulbayt (as),
and we should make sure that these practices are spread

and encouraged.
Sha'ban 1431 Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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Every form of Azadari (Qame-zani, Zanjeer-zani, beating
the chest, walking on fire, etc) is allowed provided there is
no harm in them and they are not performed in public

places where they may cause harm. November 2010
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| have discussed this very important topic at length with
Grand Maraje’ of Najaf like Ayatollah al-Udhma Sayed
al-Hakim and Ayatollah al-Udhma Sayed Golpayagani
and the other Ulema of Najaf and everyone has always
had a unanimous decision that the case of mourning for
Imam Husein (as) is an exceptional case. Nowhere else
do we have such permissions but in this case the
Maraje’ all say, “we cannot place limitations on azadari”,
because this is an exceptional case. Again, | repeat,
whatever we do in the way of Imam Husein (as) is too
little, just the same way that people used to be prepared
to give their hands to be able to do ziyarat of Imam

Husein (as). October 2010
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Striking one’s head with a blade in mourning for Imam
Husein (as) on the day of Ashura is a passion that is
experienced universally. In my opinion, we have to refine
our opinions (towards the issue) and amend ourselves
and realise that these youth are willing to give their lives
in the give their lives in the way of helping the Ahlulbayt
(as) and ultimately defending Islam. In 1983, | withessed
with my own eyes that the only weapon that protected the
town of Nutbiya in Lebanon from the enemies was the
Qamezanaan (people that perform Qame-Zani). | saw
them holding their blades (the ones used for striking their
heads) while shouting “Haidar, Haidar!”, and how that
demoralised the enemies. After this event occurred, the

enemies were wondering who this ‘Haidar’ is!

Safar 1431, Hijri (Lunar Calendar)
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Through the blessings of Imam Husein (as) we have continued to expand each year.
We urge you to visit www.azadaridimam.org, our online encyclopedia on azadari,

offering more information including interviews with:

- London NHS consultants
- Surgeons of Islamic Republic of Iran
- Ulema of Islamic Republic of Iran and worldwide

- The general public of Iran and worldwide
- Non-Muslims and reverts
Also lectures by representatives of Imam Zaman (as), the Grand Maraje’ of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and rulings from Grand Maraje’ & Ulema in their own handwriting.
Azadari4lmam have a board of representatives of various professions and expertise

including Ulema and Maraje’ who are able to represent on live satellite.
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@ug Azadari4imam would like to send a heart-felt thanks and acknowledge the
Grand Maraje’ and their offices, and the Ulema for their assistance in this
rewarding action. Likewise, our dedicated friends who have translated

and helped distribute this book. (May the reward of those who have
contributed towards this annual publication be with Imam Husein (as))
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